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Pacifi c
Rim

S   UMMER wouldn’t be complete without a monster 
movie. Th is year, it will be provided by scare-meister 
Guillermo del Toro. Del Toro is at his creative best when 
he’s fl exing his monster-making muscles—remember 
the Pale Man from Pan’s Labyrinth? For Pacifi c Rim, he’s 
crafted Kaiju: geologically-inspired creatures as tall as 
buildings that look like a mix between the Balrog from 
Th e Lord of the Rings: Th e Fellowship of the Ring and 

Jabba the Hutt’s rancor. 
Th ey rise up out of an inter-dimensional portal 

in a crack in the Pacifi c Ocean and wreak havoc 
on human civilization. In response, humans 

produce equally monstrous robots called Jaegers, which 
are controlled by two mind-linked pilots – but even these 
can’t stop the damage. As a last response, the armed 
forces of the world call on a former pilot (Charlie 
Hunnam) and a trainee (Rinko Kikuchi) to operate a 
legendary Jaeger and stop the Kaiju once and for all. 

Th is is del Toro’s most colossal project ever. At 
Wondercon 2013, he described the scale of the production. 
For some scenes, they built a Jaeger head, several stories 
high and completely mechanized. When speaking about 
his affi  nity for monsters, the director told Tribute, “If you 
gave me a full scholarship to design monsters the rest of 
my life, that’s what I would do because I do think there is 
a whole world of monsters in my head since I was a kid 
that is waiting to come out.”  by CASSIE JASINSKI

Rinko Kikuchi

Charlie Hunnam

W     HEN you’re dead, you’re dead, right? Not necessarily. 
Not in R.I.P.D., better known as the Rest In Peace 
Department. Th is 3D supernatural action/adventure, based 
on the Dark Horse comic, brings together a charismatic cast, 
featuring Ryan Reynolds, Jeff  Bridges and Kevin Bacon.

During a stakeout gone wrong, police offi  cer Nick 
Walker (Reynolds) is shot and killed. He’s summoned to 
heaven by Proctor (Mary-Louise Parker) and enlisted in 
the undead police division to track down the man who 

murdered him and protect the living world from evil spirits 
who refuse to cross over to the other side.

Th e recently deceased cop is teamed up with another 
ghost—wise-cracking Roy Pulsifer (Bridges), a grizzled 
Old West Sheriff . His job is to teach the rookie to defend 
the world, one soul at a time, by capturing destructive men 
and women hiding among the living and sending them 
packing for the afterlife.

Complicating matters, the two ghost cops don’t look like 
themselves to the outside world. Walker’s appearance takes 

a radical change as he transforms into an old Chinese man, 
while Pulsifer morphs into a stunning blonde bombshell. 

Th e fun comes from watching the hilarious dialogue 
between Reynolds and Bridges as they uncover a plot that 
could destroy life as we know it, and must fi nd a way to 
restore the cosmic balance. It’s also entertaining to witness 
dangerous stunts and accidents, knowing the undead cops 
can’t be injured because they’re already dead.

Contrary to popular belief that death may be the end, for 
Walker and Pulsifer, death is only the beginning.  

R.I.P.D.
by ELAINE LORING

Ryan Reynolds, 
Mary-Louise Parker 

and Jeff Bridges
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WORLD WAR Z
June 21  |  Th riller
Brad Pitt, Mireille Enos, 
James Badge Dale, Matthew Fox
Based on Max Brook’s novel of the 
same title, the fi lm takes place during 
the beginning of a zombie outbreak. 
United Nations employee Gerry Lane 
(Pitt) is running out of time as he 
travels the world to stop the pandemic.
Buzz: Th ere were 85 guns stored on 
set to be used during the fi lming that 
were supposed to be non-functional 
but were actually in perfect working 
condition. Th ey  were confi scated by 
the Hungarian anti-terrorism squad. 

protecting President James Sawyer 
(Foxx), he takes his daughter on a tour 
of the White House anyway. Th e 
complex is overtaken by a heavily armed 
paramilitary group and it is up to 
Cale to save the president, his daughter, 
and the country. 
Buzz: Channing performed almost 
all of his own stunts in the fi lm, 
including one that earned him a big 
bruise on his butt.
  
THE LONE RANGER
July 3  |  Action
Johnny Depp, Armie Hammer, 
Helena Bonham Carter, 
William Fichtner
Native American spirit warrior 
Tonto (Depp) tells the story of how 
lawman John Reid (Hammer) 
became a legend through their fi rst 
adventure together.
Buzz: Depp wouldn’t sign on for 
the movie unless his Pirates of the 
Caribbean director Gore Verbinski 
was hired as well. 

THE HEAT
June 28  |  Comedy
Sandra Bullock, Melissa McCarthy, 
Demián Bichir, Marlon Wayans, 
Michael Rapaport
An uptight FBI agent (Bullock) teams 
up with a foul-mouthed Boston cop 
(McCarthy), neither of whom has ever 
had a partner before. Th ey have to learn 
to respect each other in order to take 
down a ruthless drug lord.
Buzz: Th e movie was fi lmed in 
Boston last summer. Sandra Bullock 
hosted a special advance screening of 
the fi lm for Boston police offi  cers to 
commemorate those aff ected by the 
marathon bombings. 

WHITE HOUSE DOWN
June 28  |  Action
Channing Tatum, Jamie Foxx, 
Maggie Gyllenhaal, Jason Clarke, 
Richard Jenkins
When Capitol policeman John Cale 
(Tatum) is denied his dream job 
of joining the Secret Service and 
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