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COVER STORY
Olivia Wilde 
as Quorra

Jeff Bridges 
as Kevin

Garrett Hedlund 
as Sam

I
t all started with an old arcade 
game that sucked Kevin Flynn 
( Jeff  Bridges) into a fantastical ff

gaming world of life and death on a 
glowing grid.

Tron broke barriers when it first fi
premiered in 1982, and for its second 
coming, a whopping 28 years later, 
its use of technology rivals that of 
James Cameron’s Avatar
and has some fresh faces 
to add to the excitement.  

For newcomers 
Garrett Hedlund 
and Olivia Wilde, who
star as Sam Flynn, Kevin’s estranged 
son, and Quorra, it was a no-brainer 
for them jump into the computer-
animated world. But with its 
spectacular effects, it was the heart of ffff
the story that roped in Hedlund and 
Wilde.

“I felt really lucky that Joe
[Kosinski, director] was so open to 
having a heroine in a Disney movie 

that didn’t have fl owing, ‘Littlefl
Mermaid’ hair,” Wilde said, while in 
Los Angeles. “When we first talked fi
about the role, I said it would be cool 
if she had a sort of Joan of Arc type 
of vibe to her. I did lots of research 
on ancient Buddhist warriors. I think 
this kind of asymmetrical, almost 
androgynous kind of look made her 

more interesting.” Adds Hedlund: 
“At fi rst I was curious, you know? fi
Because I’d seen what the VFX 
footage looked like and I thought, 
‘All right, where are they going to
take this?’ 

In the upcoming Tron: Legacy 
movie, we fi nd Kevin’s son, Sam, fi
embark on an adventure to find hisfi
missing father, who has been trapped 

in the Tron world for 20 years. 
When Sam hears a signal 

coming from an old machine at his 
father’s old arcade shop he finds a fi
hidden offi  ce and, after tampering ffi
with some old equipment, gets 
sucked into a strange world. There, Th
he meets the fearless, sexy warrior 
Quorra, and embarks on a father 

and son, life-and-
death journey across 
a visually stunning 
cyber-universe. Of 
course, 

Hedlund had to 
sharpen his disc-throwing skills in 
order to survive on the famous grid. 
“Most of that stuff  was all improv,” ff
Hedlund says of the famous disc
game scenes. “Th e special FX guy Th
or the prop guy would be tossing 
me disc after disc and I would 
jump around. I would say a little 
something, then I would maybe do 
a shoulder roll and get up and throw 

“Once I knew what it felt like to have muscles, 
I thought, ‘Wow, this is what it feels like to be a 
warrior.’” Wilde on training for Quorra.
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Tron: Legacy
Olivia Wilde and Garrett Hedlund dive into the fantasy gaming world of Tron.

—By Toni-Marie Ippolito
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the disc. I was able to be wild with no
rules, and attempt whatever. It’s those 
kinds of little gems that are great for the 
special FX guys to play with.”

Although Hedlund and Wilde knew 
the special effects would be tremendous ffff
and groundbreaking, they did most 
of their own stunt work, not only for 
their fighting skills but to get into their fi
skin-tight suits. “Physically it was more
challenging than anything I’d ever done 
and so I really had to spend every waking 
moment that I wasn’t shooting my TV 
show House to train,” Wilde says. “Once
I knew what it felt like to have muscles, 
I suddenly thought, ‘Wow, this is what it 
feels like to be a warrior, to be someone 
who can protect themselves.’ I was 
walking home at night, and I remember 
thinking, if somebody jumped me, I 
think I could take them!” Adds Hedlund: 
“The training was diffiTh cult, but it’s ffi
acquiring the abilities, like for the art of 
Parkour and Capoeira that takes some 
agility, and time.”

It also wouldn’t be a Tron world 
without some colorful characters, 
including Castor and Jarvis. This is where Th
formidable British stars Michael Sheen 
and James Frain step into the fantasy 
world. Sheen and Frain had some freedom 
to develop their characters, which also lent 
a bit of comedic relief to the movie. “I was 
going mainly for the ’70s British rock star 
look,” Sheen said. “The character of Castor Th
was supposed to be this showman, a really 
larger-than-life character that would 
bring a diff erent kind of energy to the ffff
fi lm. So I thought about a chameleon, and fi
somebody who’s very able to take on new 
personas and adapt. And that’s what made 
me think about Bowie, and the whole
Ziggy look.” 

For Frain, who plays the head of 
the evil Clu’s secret police, his look had 
to be updated regularly. “My head was 
shaved for me every morning,” Frain 
said. “I just felt fantastically sexy in this

All in all, Tron: Legacy is still Bridges’ 
world. And this time, he’s in a unique 
position, playing both the good guy 
and the bad guy—two characters, 
Kevin Flynn and Clu (his original 
avatar), separated by nearly three 
decades. The effTh  ect to make Bridges ffff
look 35 years younger was achieved 
by the visual eff ects artists at Digital ffff
Domain, using some of the same 
techniques from Th e Curious Case of Th
Benjamin Button that made Brad Pitt 
look like a realistic 90-year-old man. 
Th e effTh  ects team used Bridges’ image ffff
from one of his past movies, Against 
All Odds. 

Using highly developed 
technology known as facial capture, 
the fi lm’s visual efffi  ects supervisor, ffff
Eric Barba, said that they used the 
fi rst-ever helmet-mounted camera in fi
live action, to allow Bridges’ younger 
self to interact with other characters. 
“Clu had to look, feel, breathe and 
act exactly like the young Jeff,” ffff
Barba said. “He had to be believable, 
a realistic human. We took our 
E-Motion Capture technology and 
pushed it far beyond anything we’ve 
ever done. It raised the bar higher 
than we’ve seen before.”

But what was it like for Bridges 
to play against his younger self ? 
“For an actor, for me anyway, it’s 
very exciting and I’m happy to know 
now that I can play myself at any 
age, maybe even a different sex too! ffff
Maybe I could play a woman next.”

Special Eff ects

costume, I  must say [laughs]. Jarvis
fulfi lls the designs of the evil Clu. But fi
he’s unfortunately fundamentally inept, 
and fi nds it very diffifi   cult to get anything ffi
done without making very obvious 
mistakes.”
For more exclusive interviews 
with the Tron: Legacy cast, go to 
www.tribute.ca/tron.

“ I just wanted to look like a 
really cool character, so I ended 
up picking Ziggy Stardust!” 
Michael Sheen says of creating 
his character Castor.

James Frain gets serious 
headgear to play the head of 
the evil Clu’s secret police.

Cutting-edge technology was 
used to make Bridges, 60, look 
like the 35-years-old Clu, his 
evil Avatar in Tron.
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