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I
t’s been eight years since we dove into J.R.R. 
Tolkien’s Th e Lord of the Rings fantasy world, and 
next year the much-anticipated story of Th e Hobbit, 
the prequel to the Lord of the Rings trilogy, will 

hit the big screen as the fi rst in what is to be a two-part 
movie series.

Starring Martin Freeman as Bilbo Baggins and 
directed by Peter Jackson, the fi lm boasts an all-star 
cast including Lord of the Rings alums Cate Blanchett 
as Galadriel, Elijah Wood as Frodo, Orlando Bloom as 
Legolas and newcomer Evangeline Lilly as Tauriel.

If you haven’t read the beloved novel, the story 
follows Bilbo Baggins, a Hobbit, as he journeys to the 
Lonely Mountain to reclaim a treasure taken by the 
dragon Smaug. Approached out of the blue by the 
wizard Gandalf the Grey (Ian McKellen), Bilbo fi nds 

himself joining a company of thirteen dwarves led by 
the legendary warrior, Th orin Oakenshield (Richard 
Armitage). Th eir journey takes them through treacherous 
lands swarming with Goblins and Orcs, deadly Wargs 
and Giant Spiders, Shapeshifters and Sorcerers.

One thing that Hobbit purists will fi nd diff erent 
in the movie version is the addition of new characters, 
particularly female ones. “Upon reading Th e Hobbit 
again as an adult, I can see why additional characters 
were needed to round out the story as an adaptation – 
especially female characters!” said Evangeline Lilly to 
Total Film. “Th e Hobbit didn’t include female characters 
at all and was a very linear story, a book for children, 
really. What [they’ve all] done is perfect in keeping with 
Tolkien’s world, while adding a third dimension 
to an otherwise very two-dimensional story.”
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THE HOBBIT 
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